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Worldwide Collaboration: From Idea to Reality
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Valija M. Axelrod and Joel H. Magisos

What do vocational educators from the
Behamas, Canada, Colombia, Fgypt, Honduras,
Jamaica, Liberia, the Netherlands, DNew
Zealand, Paldstan, the  Philippines,
Singapore, Tiawan, Turkey, and the United
States share in common? At least one repre-
sentative from each of these countries is a
charter member of the new International
Vocational Fducation and Training Association
(IVETA).

IVETA was created on December 3, 1984 at
the American Vocational Association's (AVA)
Convention in New Orleans, Louisisna to
accomplish four major purposes:

+ Foster and promote professional
linkages among international
vocational educators and trainers

+ Serve as a forum for the sharing of
vocational education and training
problems and solutions worldwide

+ Assist in the further development
of  vocational education  and
training as an  international

enterprise
+  Facilitate the worldwide
dissemination of vocational

education and training information
~

IVETA's birth is the culmination of a
two-year gestation period. Planning for a
special  international conference was
initiated at the 1982 AVA Anrwal Convention
in St. Louis, Missouri. AVA's International
Programs Committee and the National Center
for Research in Vocational  Fducation
cosponsored International Collaboration: New

Horizons for Vocational Fducation and

Training in conjunction with the 1983 AVA
Anrmal Convention in Ansheim, California.
Additional steps were taken at the 1983

conference to promote further the linkages
established among the professionals in
attendance. These steps included  the
appointment of Mr. Quince D. Francis
(Jamaica) as temporary chair and the selec-
tion of nine additional steering committee
members from Haiti, Jordan, Kenya, ILiberia,
Taiwen, Turkey, United States, Venezuela, and
W. Germany. The steering committee met its
charge by petitioning and obtaining section
status in the New and Related Services
Division of AVA; planning the 1984 convention
program; and drafting a proposed constitution
and by-laws.

Beginning at the International Section's
organizational meeting on November 30, 1984,
excitement and enthusiasm for the new
association were evident. Attendasnce at the
first general session exceeded the room's
capacity with individuals crowding in to hear
three outstanding presentations:

+  "Modernizing Vocational Education
in Fgypt: A Progress Report"—Dr.
Robert E. Andreka, presenter

+  "Postsecondary Technical and
Vocational Rlucation in Turkey: A
Short Survey of the Cowmntry's Needs
and Expected Contributions of the
Technician Training Project—Dr,
A. Vural Turker, presenter

+  "Curriculum Development for the
International Client" Dr., William
D. Kline, presenter

At the business meeting on Dec. 3, IVETA
emerged as an official affiliate association
with elected officers and an Executive
Committee.







